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nAfter every major tragedy in the Bdo bl eéeGod
0 Rev. Dr. Robert Turner, 2020

Overview and Context

In 1921, a whitanob burned 35 square blocks of the thriving Greenwood District to the
ground. This is a story about what rose from those a¥leeson AME Church continues to
stand as a beacon of rer@ywhope and light, speaking to persistence through the darkest of
times.This report was commissned by the Oklahoma Socidbaughters of the American
Revolution,and the research conducted by Pubilistéty students at Oklahoma State University
unde thedirection of Dr. Laura J. Arata during the fall of 2020.

About This Report

This is not a condition assessmenrty does it offerecommendationfor how to interpret
these research findings is a compilation of the information found government documents,
local, state and national archives, spapers, and census materials. It is a prelimiatioyt to
compile as much informiain as possible about the individualsd organizations that contributed
their names to each window. Thisoig no means yet a complete history, Wwethope it serves as
astarting place and conveys a glimpselw lives, energy, and hope that were captured in glass
as this building was reconstrect . Ve r n o rsfeak tdlwa bradeoy wienacity and courage
of a congregation that refused to be extinguished in the literal flames that consumed Greenwood.
These windows are memorials, but they are also testaments.

Where individuals are named on windows, we have sought to present a narrative of their
lives. Whereorganizations are mentioned, we have provided context and as much information as
it was possible to gather during the research for this report. Certainly much moiresreise
uncovered regarding thesgganizations and the individual members who sustained them.

Many of the documents and sources compiled herein are publicly deallalwvever,
some materials, inading photographs of Maggie Vaden and Eunice Jaglcmme directly
from Vernon AMEChurch Archivesand should not be duplicated or used without express
written consent.

As with any research involving significant genealogical conepds, there is a significant
probabilityof mi st akes. Peopl eds idplacegstichsacensus recomls a |l we
with as much accuracy as modern researchers might like. This is a preliminary report, and thus is
almost certain to contain errors. Where there are unknowns or inconsistencies in the available
records, we have sought to observe them, ametevinformation is compelling but incomplete,
this has been notedihis reportis not intended for publicatiotutshould be used as a
foundation from which to buildl in the spirit ofVernorts legacywe hopehatit is of service to
others.




Part I: Named Windows

Some of the windows at Vernon AME Chutobar the names of individuals. Several of these
represent memorials to family members. Others are inscribed with the names of couples or
individual donors who contributed to rebuilding efforts. They represeniutminarie®f Vernon

AME. Several are widely discussggdures in the history oGreenwood, and some, suchRasT.
Bridgewater figure prominently in published accoudsveral, including Barney Cleaver, S. M.
Jackson, and J. T. A. West, were key waes to the 1921 Race Massacre. At least one, Bishop
H. B. Parks, was nationally known. It is important to take notice of such individuals and consider
how much it must have represented to the larger community to witness the faith they placed in
rebuildingthis church. No doubt it inspired others.

Most of those represented on VernonodésThey ndows
are | ess prolifically document ed,Inabwayitheino | ess
contributions taebuildingareall the more extraordinamyhen considering the substantial part

of their incomes such donations must have representese were men and women who

donaed money from their own paycheckdten$0.25 0r$0.50 at a time, until theork was

done.They represent a true cressction of Tulsd day laborers, janitors, secretaries,

housewives. Windows often honor married couples, but it is important to remember that couples

in turn represent mothers afadhers, daughters and sons. As was comnhtimedime, inmany

cases, wo mere rosindimiduatiyrecorded. It became a particular research goal of

this report to identify these women as individuals, and recognize their identities distinctively

from their husbands.

This report endeavors tpve an individual name to each person represented on a window at
Vernon. In some cases, much documentation was found and therefore more detail is available; in
others, traces in the historical record are more obscure, and further research will beWeeded.
have attempted to lay a foundation for this process bylsieg for maiden nameplaces of

birth, and key details of identifidah. The congregation of Vernon came from diverse
backgrounds and experienc8gveral were born in Indian Territory amdded their heritage to
Native American tribes relocated from homelands in Southern dfxtesrs were drawn to
Oklahoma through the larger process of the Great Migration, which drew millions of African
Americans out of the South in search of freedomappbrtunity in the aftermath of the Civil

War. These memberspresented a variety of states, including Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Tennessee, and West Virginia.

Some were the children of freed people; others had experienced lives of iedhatmnance.

Some worked for wages, while others ran their own successful businesses. All had experienced
the harsh racial realities of the early twentieth century. And all understood, without question,
what it meant to rebuifil and leave a legacy.



In Memory of Mrs. Maggie Vaden

i

Maggie and Edmond Vaden.“?Anniversary Program, Vernon AME Church Archive.

It is only fitting to begin withthe story oMaggie Vaden. Sheepresents, through the lens of a
single indivi duteélagerhistaybfeOklahamars all isganplexity, o f
promise, and struggle against the confines of radighile there are still many questions to be
answered, the recadhat do exist offer a glimpsd a family shaped by the forces of race, the
American Qvil War and the emancipation of slaves, and the fervent expansion of the United
States into the West.

Maggie Murrell was born in 1871, thewdghter of Cherokee freedmen. This designation

acknowledged the legacy of slavery that accompanied the Chemkeban Territory. It seems
probabl e tparantdanilpogsihly their parentspd been slaves within the Cherokee

tribe, entitling Maggie and her siblings to status as enrolled Cherokee members. It is unclear

when the farity arrived in Indian Teritory, but it may be significanttha ggi e s mot her ,
Sarah was born in 1840, more than two decades before emancipatisnvery possible that

Sarah was a slave prior to the Civil War.



On the 1920 federal censhkaggie indicated that both of herrpats had come from Mississippi.

This would seem to indicate that they had been born in the United States (the international slave
trade having techoally ended by thairhe). It is unknowrwhen or howtheywereacquired by
Cherokee mastefdViore research is needed to explore these connections in detail, but a broad
view of the story tells us that leastonedfla ggi e 6 s p a ownedtbysmemlzedf b e e n
the Clerokee tribe, and it is quite possible that an earlier genedalvba g g i e @aren®r a n d
had been as well. Whatever the case, Sarah Murrell was in her tvaerdiégdly aware of

whatever her experience wigmancipation at the end d¢fe Civil Warwas like The Murrell

family lived througha moment when thelreritage as African Ameasan people and mabers of

the Cherokee tribe wouldave been acutely félt.

Maggie,born in 1871was of the first generation guaranteed freedom. Her birtHollasved

two years later by Susan, and then George. Her youngest sibling, a sister namedd3disyn

in around 1878. Iseems that Maggiead several older ha#iiblings whosegast name was

Rogersindicating that her mother may have had another partne e f or e Maggi ed6s f a
name has not yet been fourithe Murrell and Rogers families wesaumerated together on the

census that counted Cherokee freedmen in 1890, and could still be found consecutively listed on
documentsat the end of the century.

The failure to find records of Maggi lewgs®f f at he
freedmen, and the systems that sought to keep enslaved people nameless and difficult to identify
as hdividuals. We can say that Sarah Murrell was joined with a npaobably of thatast name,

and they had children. Sarah and at least four aftlobildren were living in Indian Territory by
1890,when the Wallace Roll of CherokeesEdmen recorded them in tBaline District

Maggie would have witnessed the changes shaping Ii@iaitory in the late 19tkentury,

including theforced allotmenbf Cherokee lands as a result of the Dawes Severalty Act in 1887,
andrush of white settlement that accompanied the Oklahoma land run ofSl&88aw firsthand

the changes being wrought upon the |&8yl1896, Maggie had experienced the loss of both her
mother, Sarah, and youngest sister, Daisy, who died before reaching the ad&bérBare no
records indicating the presence of her father by this time, so we can speculate that Maggie was
largely on her own byhe age of 25.

In 1905, Maggie made a csion. The early twentieth century was marked by fervent
discussions of race and its meaning, and while such had always been the case in American life,

I There is also the possibility that Sarah Murrell had married a member of the tribe, or later married a
partner who was a freedman, and through that union came to be in Indian Territory. The absence of marriage
record® perhaps in and of itself an indicatiof slavery make it impossible to say with certainty at this time.
Deeper research into other archives may reveal more details of this story.

2 For more information on AfrcCherokee identity at this time, see Circe StuBipd Politics: Race,
Culture and Identity in the Cherokee Nation of Oklah@Bwerkeley: University of California Press, 2002).

3 Cherokee Freedman Payrolls, 18B897, National Archives at Fort Worth, Tex&gcords of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, 17931999, Record Group 7Series Numbef7RA-51, National Archives and Records
Administration (hereafter NARA).

4 John H.Wallace,U.S., Wallace Roll of Cherokee Freedmen, 18893 NARA.



this marked a juncture when a series of forces convergdteatescendants Gherokee

freedmen. Undethe excruciating pressures of assimilation directed at Native Americans, on the
one hand, and faced with often virulent racism directed against them by white and Native people
alike on the other, sormmaultiracial freedmen and their deselants chose mbrace distinctly

Black identities®

The appeal of joinig an AME congregation may have seemed obviobdaggie. From its
earliest iterations, the Afmongthefirst dbadmmations st Ep
in the United States to be foundewl racial rather than theological distinctions and has

persistently advocated for the civil and human rights of African Americans through social
improvement, religious autonomy, and political engagera&utchsentiments that likely

resonated deeply with &gie and other descendants of Cherokee freedman livindian

Territory as they witnessete raciallycharged battles over Oklahoma statehbBecords
indicate that this f ircomhouse &t 640 bl.IDetraw hoi chha dmeeti gfhit
charer memberd six of themwere women, antaggie Vaden was one of these six original
members.The original congregationds meeting place
current location.

At someas of now unknown juncture, Maggieet EdmondW. Vaden and the two married on
January 20, 1906 in Sapulpa. Both were then 35 years old, and soon thereafter they made a home
together at 224 North Frankfort Street. Both were living there in 1910, when the federal census
enumerated thefinterestingly, the1910 federal census noted that Maggie Vaden had given
birth to one child, and thahis child was living. Other records indicate that this child was a son
named Albert Nave, born in 1892. This would make Albert 18, and old enough to be living on
his own by1910. Like his mother, Albert was enumerated on the Rolls of Cherokee Freedmen,
so it seems likely that Maggie had been married previously to meeting Edmond Xdatiem.

census record from 1920 included eight children: a daughter, Alma, born in 18G&vam

sons Byrl, Chester, Clyde, David, Marvin, Alonzo and Sylvester, with a child born regularly
every two years until 191%.

It is unclear how these census records reconcile. According to the 1920 records, Alma, Byrl and
Chester would have beenbdrefo r e t he Vadends formal marri age.
Edmondds chil dr en fbuta imunaleapwhenone weresliving avith theira g e
parents in 191(None of the childretiving in the Vaden householdere of an age to be

5 Circe SturmpBlood Politics: Race, Culture, and Identity in the Ghleze Nation of Oklahom@erkeley:
University of California Press, 2002), 1-69.

SAAfrican Methodist Episcopal Church, o Wikipedia,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Mébdist_Episcopal Church

7Vernon A. M. E. Church 75Anniversary Program, November 1980, Vernon AME Church Archive,
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

8 Edmond and Maggie (Murrell) Vaden Marriage License, January 20, O&¥homa Marriage Records,
18901995 NARA.

® Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, Tulsa, Oklahoma, NARA; Fourteenth Census of the United
States, 1920, Tulsa Oklahoma, NARA.
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working outsde the home in 1910, and none of them have yet been identifieceinretiords.

There is a strongossibility that Maggie and Edmond took in or adoekkast some of the

childrenwho were living in their household by 1920is unclear whahappenedo Albert, who

has not yet been definitively identified in census records beyond TBe€e was at least one

other Vaden family, husband and wife Hosea and Stella, living in Greenwood at tldiisthieye

werealmost certainly familpf Edmond. Stella workeith Maggi®d s Ar cher® Street «ca

Edmondindicated that his parents came from Tennesaee he likely hadtherfamily in the

area as there are other Vadenotés identified on
as in city directories frorthe time period*Li t t | e el se is knownorabout [
when he came to Indian Territohough the fact that he and Maggie were both enumerated as

Amul att oo on the 1920 census may be an indica

Cherdee or another Native American tribeSignificantly, in 1920, both Maggie and Edmond
wer e enumer adtaeindicadom of th@rhatlealdligof racial categorizatiok®

Around 1912, the Maggie opened a café on Archer Street, which she ranwasilitirned to

the ground in the Tulsa Massaéfell indications are that Maggie and Edmond were moving

upd literally and figurativelyy during this decade. Maggie began serving as President of the

Ladi esd6 Home Missionary So ctsimdicage thatsheiv®&1 4, and
energetically engaged in numerous other social activities in Greernw8bé. attended the

Grand Lodge of the Daughters of Tabor, which met in Guthrie in August of'§ 3205

fraternal order, formally named the International OafeFwelve Knights and Daughters of

Tabor, significantly, begarsaan antislavery society and had bessrganized under the

leadership oAME ClergymanMoses Dicksorafter the Civil Wart’

Records of the remainder of dodbtoggeremaksaabends | i

discoveredThere is dleetingr ecor d of an Al bert Nave, working
Hot el in 1912 and 1913. Nave was identified i

indication that t hfirst marrmgefFolpwing ¢hé BulssMassacfer om her

Maggie moved to a home at 318 North Greenvdoddectly across the streebfn the window

of Vernon AMEChurch that bears her name.

101912 Tulsa City Directory. Hosea was at this time working as a clerk in the Economy Drugstore.
11 Oklahoma Marriage Reeds, 18901995 NARA.
2 Racial categories are notoriously complex in census recording. There were no consistent guidelines for
what qualified someone as fAmulattoodo or "YeenwurydsUnitacce, and
St ates expanded both geographically and through i mmigr i
Native American descent.
B For more on the fluidity of racial categories in the United States census, see Martha SaRdwaiss,
Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Beyond the Colo¢Niéwe York: Penguin Books, 2010).
¥1n a clear ¢stament to the realities of urban reaédestroying Greenwood furth&06 E Archeywhere
Maggi e Vadenos isoavacssitha isterdtatedrant Verdon AME. Though it is only .2 miles away,
it now requires a much more challenging walke site of the café is now a parking lot.
% Tulsa (OklahomaJulsa Stay December 4, 1915, p. 8.
% Tulsa Stay August 28, 1920, p. 8.
Y nternational Order of Twelve Knights and Daught el
181912 Tulsa City Directory; 1913 Tulsa City Directory.



Mr. & Mrs. S. M. Jackson& JR
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Samuel and Eunice Jackson. Eunice Cloderkson Obituary Service, Vernon AME Church
Archive.

The Jacksonb6s thoroughly embodied the hope, e
GreenwoodSamuelwasasethade man by the time he arrived i
hardworking and progresi ve f ami |l yo with parents who dear|l
opportunities-® Optimismcarried both Samuel and Eunjéedividually, to Oklahoma durinthe

First World War.

SamuelMaloné b et t er k n o &M.05Jadckgorhagalr@ady livied in several

different places before settling in Tulsa. He had earned a Bachelor of Scieneefdagra
college in Mississippp nd had hopes of attendingughedi cal s
money, and I0hedaturécaleddHe made hisi wiayOhio and completed studies

at theCincinnati School of Embalminigefore movig on to Kokomo, Indiana. The¥dikely

19 Eunice Jackson Memorial Program, Vernon AME Church Archive.



unable to practice his profess@meworked in a Dry Goods Store and saved his wages.

Arriving in Tulsa in 1917, he quickly started his own bus@eas a funerélomedirector He

was eventually forced to sell that busioness 0
but through it he learned the community and knew there was a demand for his séhéces.

demise of this business is doubt a fascinating and very human séothe business partner was

likely someone with the last name of Brown, but there areotber readily apparent details.

Jackson eventuallgold his stake in the businebse ¢ a u s e 1 leat myapedple ltkke It o t

wanted top S. M. thus took an important stand for his own princigbes his erstwhile business
partnemaintained the rights to his name andithé¢ a ok $Faner al Homwgstart f or ci
anew business callédJ ac k 6 s Me mMYFroy intErvieavgyiech by dackson later in his

life, it seems plausible that these changes occurred around the time of the massacre, but more
research would be needed to search out details.

Jackson recalled that his originaHerf,uneamd thhoe
Al had four dead bodies in my home when they
t hem al | S . whswtcrucalnwviéness to the fact that even the dead were victimized

in the massacre. Heaw to it that the remainirfgpdy was properly buried, despite thaning of

Greenwood, and after the massdwiped to care for victimgoth dead and alivdackson

recalled embalming more than twenty victims from the massacre, noting also that not all victims

were embalmedl somebecause thewere too badly burned, amthers becaushe scale othe
massacre was so immensethidt hey only embal med the ones that
wanted to take owutf-t o w?h . 0

In a bitter irony of the massacre, one of those S. M. Jadksdalmed wathe prominent

Doctor A. C. Jacksofno relation). S. M. Jackson had been denied a medical education, but he
found himself responsible for embalmitigg only African American surgeon in Tulsa, wined

been murdered while exitirtys housewith his hands ypat the demand of the mofccording

to some accounts, A. C. Jackson bled to death while being detained at the Tulsa Convention
Center?? Thelives of S. M.Jackson, A. C. Jackspand Eunice Clomadirectly intersected in
thismoment: A. C.as he lay dying; S. M., who embalmed his bahd Eunice, who with her
mother had been detained.

Al knew the Drki lJlaeck,s® nE urhioc evalsat er recall ed.
ADr. Jackson got shot with buckshot,h @f &l.1 Mof c
hol @By 0some accounts, A. C.0s rMurderer was a i

205, M. Jackson IntervieviRuth Sigler Avery Collection, Oklahoma State University, Tulsa, Archives.

21 bid.

22 Benningfield Randle et al v. City of Tulsa gt$¢ptember 1, 2020, viewable at
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/719991@saMassacrd_awsuit.html

25, M. Jackson Interview; Eunice fAiColemano [sic] Ja
ACol eman, 0 but sources from the flingpily indicate that #f

24Hannibal B. Johnson, mages of America: Tul s §AdcadialD1g)t28.r i ¢ Gr een
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Before the massacreunice Clomamwas excited about the immediate future. Her fanwis
from Arkansaswhere her father had been a teacher and her mother strongly valued formal
education. The family moved to Tulsa just months before the madspybably at least in part
for the better educational opportunities afforded by Booker T. Washington High Setaaii
employed a number of well qualified teach&msnice was looking forward to her graduation,
and her senior prom. She would have neither.

The night before the massacre, Eunice recalle
go t o authehmother interdened; as the massacre intensified, the dailgice, her

mother, her sister Bernice, and two skepther® fled their home. They were eventually forced

to march to the Convention Center . otdswniathey wa
your feet and say O6Wal k faster! Wal k whitast er ! 6
employer vouched for them, and grateful to discover that their house had beéh seseding

to Eunice, through the efforts of white neighbors, whot out fires fHevery ti

would comeo thPoughout the night.

Eunice and S. M. married in 1923, and their lives demonstrate the resilience and tenacity of
Greenwood residents who chose to skaynice did not get her senior prom, but she sarely

proud to have her name on a window; this would have held special significance, as Vernon

hosted receptions for graduating classes of Booker T. Washington $¢Bodl. continued to

operate a funerdlome anderval his communityfaithfully for many yearsEunice volunteered
countless hours to the YWCA. Both were heavil
many civic ¥bdrganizations. 0

Eunice and S. Mhad one childJR. Tragically, he died in infancy. Herieemorialized orthe

window inVernolPAME Chur ch t hat beamfsGrhiaingd Mar dratck® oma 1
came to be known, was finally honored with a high school graduation ceremony in 1993, when

she was recognized #ee oldest living graduate of Booker T. Washimgktigh School.

She lived to be 100.

25 Eunice Jackson Interview.

%Carlos Moreno, fAThe Victory of Greenwood: Vernon A
https://thevictoryofgreenwood.com/2020/09/22/histofywernonramechurch/

27 Eunice Cloman Jackson Memorial Program.
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Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Bridgewater
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Mattie Bridgewater, date unknown. Member Archives, ancestry.com.
Robert Tyler (AR. T.0) Bridgewater was a foun

In the early years of its development, he taught Sunday sdfomigh she is not mentioned in
the earliest accounts of the congregation, it is likely that Mattieyifes was also present, as the
couple had married in 1906. By 1920, Rolvesis recognized as a Trustee

Born in Kentucky in 1879, Robert had migrated to Indian Territory by the time he married
Mattie Halmer. She wasom Missouri, where their marriage éinse was recorded A respected
physician, he was eventually appointed assistant county physician, and kept an office on North
Greenwood Avenue. According to some accounts, the front porch of his house faced that of
white neighbors.

Robert and Matti®nly narrowly avoided the fate that befell their neighbor, A. C. Jackson. As

the white mob commenced burning Greenwood, Br
attend two wounded men. o It was a trick; the
grazi ng RlhéRidgewaters fle@d garegscaping to safety. Their home was looted,

28 Randy KrehbielTulsa 1921: Reporting a Massadfdorman: University of Oklahoma Preg019), 22.
12



but apparently not burned. Robert ultimately became involved in a dispute with the city of Tulsa
over pressure to sell his property; he faced considerabldityastbbtaining a permit to rebuild
onGreenwood®l n a testament to Robertés tenacity,
was again serving the community as a physician, by $9Rg the time of the 1930 census, the
home he owned was valued atrge $5000 a substantial sum in the early years of the Great
Depressiori?

h

Robertds story is recounted in numerous publi

he @ntinued to serve his community as a physician until his death in R&#4ért lived to

witness the revitalization of Greenwood that took place in the 1930s and 1940s, due to the
persistence and determination of residents who invested their own savings into rebuilding. He
was a cornerstone of that communityesgablishing anedical practice and vocally defending

the rights of African American property owners who the city of Tulsa repeatedly attempted to
dismiss.In 1942, when Vernon celebrated paying off the mortgage on the property where the
church building still stands,was R. T. Bridgewater fwho offi

Less is known aboWattie, but sheoutlived Robert by nearly two decades. She thase

witness to the reverberations of destruction and decline that accompanied renewed efforts to
gentrify Greenwod under t he gui &theimphctsidfwhidchare stilf fetn e wal 0
today.lt is a fitting testimony that the window bearing her name has survived to tell part of this
important story.

2% Interestingly, one looter, C. D. Dodson, was actually charged with the crime of stealing clothing from
Br i dge wa 0 ene dfshe tew inseances where a looter was actually charged in court with the crime.
Krehbiel, Tulsa 1921108, 160,198.

301922 Tulsa City Directory

31 Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930sa, Oklahoma, Enumeian District 7251, NARA.

2MorevWeynidon AME Church. o
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Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Owens
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1920 Census, Tuls&@klahoma John Owens, Hattie, and Dora. NARA.

Hattie Brown and John Tand@ywens came from Greenfield, in Dade County, Missouri. They

were married on November 25, 1902, and in 1907 Hattie gave birth to their first child, a daughter
named Dora. The Owerfiamily lived in Greenwood by 1910, and J. T. worked variously as a
laborer in a Tulsa brickyard and a janitor in the Drew Building.

I n 1920, the Owdreesid kadvon 8abkeaStréen an@ Johmay have been
working for a wholesale grocer. Fonknown reasons, his name was erroneouslyrded as
ADano on this census.

John seems to have worked for several decasi@s elevator operator in the Drew Building.

City Directories for Tulsa give his place of employment therginning in 1924. By #atime of
the 1930 censyusheOwensfamily lived on North Hartford Avenwe precisely a dmile journey
from Vernon AME Church.

14



In 1940, tlke census taker enumerated Joha gitor in an office buildingt seems likely,

however, that he was still workirag an elevator operatdte detailed this as his employment at

the time of the drafior World War 1l in 1942. John was then 64 years old.

Dora appears to have married, had several children and lived until 1982. J. T. died January 4,

1962. There areurrently no further known records of Hattie Owens.
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John Tandy (AJ. T.06) Owens, World War |1

wnJno T (c: Hattie), elev opr Drew
“bl‘dAg, r 1§\3’1 N Hartford av

P £2213
Entry fordJno[Johf T. and Hattle Owens, Tulsa City
couple were fAcol ored. 0 NARA.
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Mr. & Mrs. J. |. Wallace

" Ida Mrs h405 E Easton

" Inez student r2331 N Madison av

/ " J Cleo (Martha) stone sawyer h Bruner Sta
"™ I R driver Robt A McBirney
" J R Mrs emp VANDEVER DRY GDS CO r401 S

Frisco .
— " J Roy (Vanetta) lab h Bruner Sta
o ) . 4 " Jack T (Ollie) waiter r1311 S Cincinnati av
3 el — " Jackie sten Richd H Sebastian r1719 S Main av
o el % " Jas E slsmn r422 S Frisco av
A : " Jas F (Mary) carp h Home Garden Sta

- " Jas G (Nora T) slsmn Home State Life Ins Co

i

e h528v, 38th West av

" Jas I (Charlotte) tchr h1902 N Owasso ay

" Jearnette (wid D F) r235 E 24th pl
" Jesse E (Georgia) phys 914 Medical Arts bldg

h1328 S Peoria av

" Jessie E r1328 S Peoria av
" John h rear 1029 E 18th
" John c¢ik Nash-Brinlee (o r319 E Zion

] o " John lab r3231% N Greenwnod av

R : " John (Creola) porter M M Ferrell h South Haven
i o " John R (Georgia) pipeftr h219 Ute pl

John W (Emma) farmer h5310 W 9th

SEA

-
-

. i : " John W (Dorothy) rep Texas Co hl1328 E 34th
b ol Y : " Jonathan clk r715 W Newton
Gl | " Jonne Mrs sec h1015 N Main av

"I, H Co (Lewis H Wallace) tailors 204 Drew bldg
" Lewis H (Myrtle; L H Wallace Co) h1515 N

; Main av
e " Lillian r rear 326 E Latimer
ul " Lizzie Mrs r9 S Lawton av

" Lonnie W (Hallie) porter Morningside Hosp
h411 N Frankfort av

Lorn B tchr r1132 S Peoria av
3 " Louis (Lena) r424 E 3d

- " Louise student r2119 E 20th

A " Lucile asst Pub Library r816 S Indianapolis av

- " Margt C.(wid Wm) h1329 E 27th

" Mary C (wid R G) h1204 S Indlan av

M Aadee T 1170 @ Mmaltar av

1931 Tulsa City Directory Jas [James] Wallace and Charlotte. NARA.

James IsaialWallaceand Charlotte Sarah Waweere married on September 11, 1924. The
details of their respective lives befdhes time are few, but fascinatinGharlotte was likely
Jamesd second wife; he may have been her thir

In 1910 James was living in Timpson, Texas, with a wife naalied and three childrénson

Booker T., daughter Elneita, and an infant son who was a month old and had not yet been named
when thecensus was taken. (He seems to have ultimatelyrmaed Finas M.) It is likely that

Elina died soratime between 1910 ari®20, as byhe latter year, Elenita was living with an

aunt and uncle, Phill and Valeda Whitaker, in Timpson, Texas, and James was apparently not
with his daughter. All three children appear to have remained in Texas, and were living in or

near Houston ithe 194083

331t appears that Booker T. became a civil engineer, and Elneita a teacher; Elneitangasitiviner
brother at the time of the 1940 census, in HousIbirteenth Census of the United State810, Timpson, Texas
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It seems likely that at this time, James headed to Tulsa. He may have been seeking space from
his first wi fhlettesopmpbrunittehfor himself and hiw famiye did not take

his children with him, but we cannot know what his intentions &dre may, for instance, have
planned to send for them later, but for reasons lost to us, did not.

As historians have amply shown, migration was considered a valuable loptagny African
Americans seeking better opportunities than those available in the heavily segregated South
(including by these definitions[exas)** James worked for some time as a teacher or librarian,
and during his lifetime managed to acquire sigaificpersonal property: at the time of his death
on August 4, 194, his estate was valued$it8,783.25 and included multiple properties,
household goods, a 1939 Chevy, and jewelry worth some $100.

James and Charlotte were married in Okmulgee. Accordiadtadh certificate, Charlotte Sarah
Ware was born in McCrory, Arkansas in 1894. Few other details have emerged about her life;
howeved curiously, but not definitively two other marriage certificates for a Charlotte S.
Ware appear to predate her 1924 naayeito James Wallaée.

During the 1930s, James and Charlotte lived at 1902 N. Owasso Avenue, approX@maitety
from Vernon AME Church, but circumstances apparently changed.

Somet hing upended the Wall aceds bndWerdWaref or e
When he registered for the draft in World War
According to the 1940 census, Charlotte was at that time living in an Oklahoma City boarding

house, and working as a nur$ée best coincidental evideméor this being the same Charlotte

Wallace is an application for a birth certificate from the same time period, and issued to

Charlotte Sarah Ware Wallace, of McCrory, Arkansas. The birth certificate was witnessed and
signed in Oklahoma City this is not @finitive, but it is alsgrobably not a coincidenagven

the sheer number of details that line Tpere is no clear record in the census for James I.

Wallace in 1940.

James died intestate (without a wilf)1949, and Charlotte immediately assertedriggt to act

as executrix of his estate. Over the course of the next year, she expended the considerable sum of
$500 in | egal fprepersy artd settls lasestatee After thath ees0i@ls of her life are
sparse. She died in 1988.

NARA; Sixteenth Census of the United StatE340, Houston, Texa®lARA. It is possible that James had left
Texas by 1920, leavingis children behind; an }jearold Elneita Wallace appears to have been living with an aunt
and uncle, Phill and Valeda Whitaker, in Timpson, Texas in 1920.
34 See Isabel WilkersoT, he War mt h of Ot her Suns: The @@ew c Story
York: Vintage Books, 2010)
35 |n 1914, a Charlotte S. Ware, who gave her age as 23, applied for a license to marry J. M. Delancy. In
1918, a Charlotte S. Ware, who gave her age as 24, applied for a license to marry L. CACkattoes M. Delancy
was living in Muskogee in 1920, and Tulsa in 183®i ven t hat his occupation was | is
census records, this would appear to be the same person. Delancy was married to aamaeeda-rances by 1920,
and widowed by1930. No clear records have emerged for L. C. Cotton. All of this evidence is circumstantial, but
the coincidences do seem to rack upharlotte S. Ware gave her place of birth as Little Rock, Arkansas, on both
licenses; there are no clear records of tidsenf these marriages, only proof that they did not extend beyond 1920.
I't is anyoneds guess, at this moment, what the deeper
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Mr. & Mrs. Barney Cleaver

Barney Cleaver, date unknown. Member Archives, ancestry.com.

Barney Cleaver was a household name in Greenwood, before and after 1920. His life story is
among the bestocumented of the known members of the Vernon AME congregation, and ha
been noted in numerous major works about the massacre. Barney exemplified the drive and
ambition of the residents who built Greenwood into a thriving, economically prosperous
community; he had succeeded, at every @v@ofessionally, financially, persailyd and thus

his losses were deeply felt at those levels, too.

The documentary record as it relates to Barnieg¥r is in many ways remarkable, though
some details remain uncle&fe was borin Virginia sometime between 1865 and 186ibugh
the exactlate is not concretely establish®dHe later made his way to Charleston, then

36 Records give all three dates. The 1870 census, the first on which Barney wouibpasieed, gives his
age as 5, which would place his birth in 1865; that is consistent with a newspaper account from 1914 which gave his

18



Cincinnati, and finally to Indian Territory, where he was working as a coal mmknds held

by the Choctaw Nation by 1900, when the federal census recorded him livingsMittst wife,
Estella, and hereleveygaro | d daught er , Dora, who was record
daughter’

The limited records available seem to indicate that Barney and Estella married on October 28,
1891, in Oskaloosa, low& This matches wittthe 1900 census, which noted that Barney and
Estella had been married for approximately 8 years. It is unclear how this marriage ended, and
further research W be needed to investigate thssory. It seems likely thdstella returned to

lowa, taking Dora with he?? By 1910, Barney was living as a single man in a boarding house
owned bya widowed woman from AlabardaVernon Harrien, who coincidentally shared her

first name with the congregation of which she was a longtime member.

At the time & their marriage, Vernowas 29, and Barney was 44. Few details have survived
regarding Vernonods first mar r $helgad aongearoldvhen sh
daughter named Chloe by the time she married Barney.

Vernon, who sometimes alsowdnty A Verna, 06 or simply AVern, 0 n
instrumental role in supporting Barney as he moved up the ranks of Tulsa society during the
1910s. Barney was by all accounts successful
mines fromatrappr boy t o a manager, 0 and this success
Tulsain1907Bef or e that time, significantly, Barney
Oklahoma and Gulf Coal Company, recruiting others to work in coal mines on the Choctaw

Nation. He opened the Grayson Coal and Mineral Company, and by some accounts, helped draw
thousands into the regidfiHis move to Tulsanotably,occurredright at the moment of

Oklahoma statehood, and at the time when Greenwood was beginning its ascenflande as
Leading Cityo f dYAsidvell knawva, Barndyweickly seeured his own place

within this rising society, becoming a Deputy U. S. Marshall, working in the Secret Service, and

then becoming an officer on the Tulsa police fdrce.

birthdate as January 2, 1865. Presumably he was consulted for that report, which appeaiiedsa 8Btaron
August B 1914. Cleaverds headstone, however, pl aces his d
87 Census of the Choctaw Nation, 1900 Coalglatgian Territory, Enumeration District 104, Sheet 25.
38 Marriage Certifcate ofBarney Cleaver and Stella Bedd, Oskaloosa, Mahoska County, lowa, October
28, 1891 lowa Marriage Records, NARA
39 Much more research is needed, but there are interesting, if inconclusive clues which suggest that Estella
may have returned to | owa anfdromdBamhey €heavehef wast i
Des Moines City Directories list an Estella Cleaver, widow of Barney, as late as 1943, and this Estella Cleaver
seems to have died in Des Moines in 1945. No records have yet been found indicatingnénasBaured a
divorce; in other words, he may have been relying on the relative anonymity of Indian Territory and the transition to
Oklahoma statehood to obscure details of his first marriage. A cériousvery humadé choice for a lawman and
investigator6 Cl eaver 6s aptitude.
40Tulsa Stay August 19, 1914.
“TulsaStay AiTulsa is the Leading City,d August 19, 1914
42 Krehbiel, Tulsa 1921 21.
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Barney took to his position with obvious aptitude and relish. By all accounts, he was a
formidabl e enforcer. He Ahad the reputation
t he perf or man cTelsaGtamoted iis 19 uthisywdiely telated to his apparent

skill as a private detective. His reputation was not limited to Black Tulsadslyimf1915, the
TulsaDallyWorlddescri bed him as Athe informal <court
experienceo tte andliocalgawfrdodcemedSignificantly, Cleaver was fired

from the Tulsa police force in March of 1921, ostensibly for operating a private detective

agency; a number of contemporaries believed his firing was political, and stemmed from his
refusat o | ook the other way in an investigation
to an informant? This interpretation of events is almost certainly true.

It was not coincidence that in 1914, when Booker T. Washington visited Oklahoma on a much
publicized tour, and th€ulsa Starchose select members of the African American community to
highlight as exemplars of Black accomplishments, Barney and Vernon Cleaver were prominently
featured along with a photograph of their home. While the individnadle photograph were

not named in the news article, which focused on Barney and his role as a police officer, by 1920
the Cleavers had taken in at least five board&gmificantly, four of these boarders were

womerd Carrie Davis (age 22), Marie Boothge 21), and sisters Susie and Ora Yates (ages 26

(

and 23, respectively). All four women were school teacietse Cl eaver sé6 mal e bo

Harrald Yates (age 22, and presumably related to Susie and Ora) worked as d famitor.

Cleavers were thus supportitige uplift of the community in multiple wa§sthrough

maintaining the law, economic success, and providing a safe living arrangement for respectable
female school teachets.

Barney Cleaver was present and deeply affected by the massacre. That stoenhas be
documented in numerogsiblishedworks. It is reported thatlespite being dismissed by the

police force mere weeks befoarneytried multiple times to dissuade violence and disperse

the crowds. He also reportedly helped to rescue Dick Rowland, wé&&hs entirely plausible

given his stature in the community. When trials began, Cleaver was one of the few Blacks called
to bear witness to the everits.

Barney and V édome was buthedaathe groumdielylost most of their

possessions, ariRarney lost other properties in the destruction. But they exemplified the spirit of
those determined to rise from these ashes. Barney reestablished himself as a law enforcer,
became a deputy sheriff, and continued to work as an investigator. The CleaudtsTheir

new homegcompletedoy 1925, was located at 303 North Greenwood Avéngifeet from

Vernon AME Church. Barnegontinued to serve as a deputy sheriff as late as 1930.

BTulsaDaillyWorlq fiBarney Cleaver is Court,o July 4, 1915,
Barney Cleaver Di
21.

44 Krehbiel, Tulsa 1921 8; Oklahoma City (Oklahwa), TheBlack Dispatch i
from Tulsa Police Force, o April 1, 19

451920 Census, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Enumeration District 255, Sheet 10A.

46 Krehbiel, Tulsa 192138-39, 74, 7778.
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Barneyds health deteriorated i nsudcessfudly 193 1. I n
appealed to have him declared insane and admitted to the State Mental Hospital, where doctors
suspected senility and noted Apecul i asedact i on
in February of 1932, butied not long aftet’ After this time, there are fegasily recognizable

traces of VernonCleaverremainingin the archival reco but it seems likely that she lived

until at least 1944, and thus saw Greenwood rise again.

The Barney Cleaver Family, 1914. Though the newspapanatirecord individual names, it
seems certain that this image features the Cleavers and several of their boarders. Barney and
Vernon are seated in the front row, Chloe standing between thdsa StarAugust 19, 1914.

47 Barney Cleaver Probate Packet, Oklahoma WillsRmdbate Records, 1930ARA.
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Mr. & Mrs. S. E. Berry

S. E. Berry and Airplane, date unknown. Simon E. Berry, thevictoryofgreenwood.com

Simon E. Berry married Alma Pitman on Decemb@&r1915. They married Mernon AME
Church. Reverend Charles R. Tucker officiated the ceremony, and announcements for the
wedding appeared even in thalsa World indicating that the event was of importance far
beyond the confines of Greenwodtheir stories are intertwined ihe history of the church.

22



S. E. Berryo6s sadbeforgand after inenneassaifaendthas baemwelh
documented in other plas, including the works dfistorian Hannibal Johnsonhe aptly
captureBer r y 6 s b u snithe Blkwing desdptioe n

Savvy entrepreneurs like Simon Berry developed their businesses around the

needs of the community, niche marketing by
nickelaride jitney service with his topless Mod€ElFord. He successfully

operated a busnle that he ultimately sold to the City of Tulsa. He owned the

Royal Hotel. He shuttled wealthy oil barons on a charter airline service he

operated with his partner, James Lee Northington, Sr., a successful black building

contractor. Simon Berry earnedrasich as500 a day in the early 192ffs.

That prosperity is demonstrated on the 1920 census, which shows Simon and Alma Berry living
on Bulletin Street in Tulsa, with two roomédysarding at their home: Iearold Perry
CampbellBer r y 6 s n e-pehAreldv\Gommodale Kixwdwho was also frornvli ssissippi

and thus possibly also had a familial or social tie to Berogh B2enagersvere employed no
doubtgainfulyyi n Berryo6é taxi service.

Commodore Knox died as a result of the massacre.

After beginnng life in Mississippi, Simomay have come to Oklahoma at the behest of Edwin
McCabe, the welknown founder of Langstott.Berry was a skilled mechanic, capable of

working on numerous kinds of automotive machidesygrowing, but still new industry at the

turn of the 28 century. Berry had at least one rather dramatic brush with the law in 1915, when
an altercation left another man dead; the reasons for the fight are unknown, and were no doubt
hazy at the time, as Berry does not appear to have serveficsigniail time. Heand Alma

married later that yea&f

During the massacre, jitneys owned by Berry rescued and saved countless residents of
Greenwood, literally carrying them away from the flames. After the massacre, Berry rebuilt his
business empire, entually incorporating a bus line (that was later purchased by the City of

Tulsa) and operating a successful automotive garage that trained other mechanics. It is estimated

that fAbetween Berryods jitneys, bumeeaschanit he air
school, he employed more Black people than any other entrepreneur in Tulsa. Collectively,
Berryds entrepreneuri al empire earned him app

$6, 750 in t%dayoés doll ars. o

48 https://www.hannibalbjohnson.com/tagostsof-greenwooebasta-walk-down-blackwall-street/
491920 Census, Tuls@klahomapage 14A.
50Kreihbel, Tulsa 1921 161.

®Carl os Moreno, f@dThe Victory of Greenwood: Simon Be
https://thevictoryofgreenwood.com/2020/08/23/thetory-of-greenwooesimonberry/

52 |bid.

53 |bid.
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https://thevictoryofgreenwood.com/2020/08/23/the-victory-of-greenwood-simon-berry/

It appears that Alma had aster, Altus. Both Alma and Altus were recorded as being 40 years of

age in 1930, and being from Kentucky. Accordi
Tennessee, t heiThiscensus magavé seen\bverogkedin other accounts of

the Berry story, as the census enunmeyator 6s h
A B e WOrbyt tis no doubt SE.and Alma Berry. Interestingly, while Alma had no occupation

listed on this census, Altus Berry is named Vice President of the Bus Line Simon is credited with
owning>* Altus Smith is enumerated as being widowed, and a Sisteaw of the head of

household Si mon) , which would seem to indlicate tha
perhaps even a twin, given their exact same a
more commonly ankhoyw®s maameé age recorSdns tfhor A Al
have yet been found, leaviogen intriguing possibilities that will require further exploration.

Mystery surrounds what happened to Simon, Alma, and their son, all of whom virtually
disappear from public records in the 1940sere is some suggest that Alma lived until 1972,
and other indications that she may have moved to California at some point beforeut 3513,
is difficult to verify from currently discovered recordshis is a story worthy of much deeper
investigation.

E{*’“ O3 5a0 | D0k Tt n |
@Mmt——* | Head 10135 i ?m#w
Somikt, Clbo Baila v 15 nae lign iﬂ

1930 Censuslulsa Oklahomé Simmon [SimonE. and Alma Berry and Altus Smith. Note that

due to the handwriting of the census taker, t
extra fAimd in Simonds name makes it appear to
- % ' V r g

’
Pl honls ,
AR : R o
| Goa Lo 739V (Mgt ||

The remainder ofie entry, however, makes clear that this is S. E. Berry: note that he is listed as
the fimanagero of a Bus Line, and Al tus as AVi

541930 Census, Tuls@klahomapage 3B.
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: » MARRIAGE RECORD _
TP A o
AV N

"\a'-) APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE

J STATE OF OKLAIOMA, TULSA COUNTY.

IN COUNTY COURT

_______________ the undersigned, hereby apply for a Marriage License to be issued to
7 v
1 i vhose residenci
«mmmy Aged AA-.é.{ ,)yc \rs, W hose residence
State ofic s auean ,,./_-2.:’,2‘ = A , and
.\l»LjJ..-LAZA, P “‘Z /.‘C. Ai e £ e U B ST Ty P S years, whose residence

i caadmn R R S g State of ... (—7’4‘&14_.

for the purpose of procuring the same, do solemnly swear that T have personal knowledge of the facts herein stated ; that the nami
and places of residence of said parties are truly and correctly set out above; that neither of said parties are xllsthncd ar incapable
under the law of entering into the marriage relation, nor are they related to cach other within the (kg:(‘ls prolnbnul by Jaw. That I am

LA years of age, and legally competent to make and take an oath, and that 1 reside at_____ /_.&t Ald. ___________ , County of

4
__A,.(swé{ LMol State Of oo /i /_/f_“_‘.(

-214_/1/_(4[“___—:.4_@{‘_‘__,, e NS Sy , Applicant.

Y tinl @ € 1043
FRANK INGRAHAM, Court Clerk.

8
.7(/.(/?/,//45. ZZ-:JZ" _Z 5 Depuity. -

b4

Subseribed and sworn to before me lIu:A....P/'_ ...... day of_

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, TULSA COUNTY, ss:

e S e e e B being first duly sworn, depose and say that I am the.___________________
of named in the above application as being of the age of-- oo years; that T do
hereby consent 0- - oo R T 10 s e e oo e iy i e e o i e i 3 e S

R e e e A s U L b &

Subscribed and sworn to before me this.______________ day of

By, Deputy.

MARRIAGE LICENSE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, CITY AND COUNTY OF TULSA. IN COUNTY COURT
To Any Person Authorized to Perform the Marriage Ceremony, (‘yntmg
You arc hcrcb) authorized to join in marriage Mr. __/,/211—_4/4 XJ'Z / ...........................
o »,
of-.,c...(A/Al/xc County of - L2, /J Z State of Pofin aged L& years,
(S
= N T T
2 B
of . Lz /1.2& ......... , County of___.._ CZJ /31(1 ...... , State of. /‘/Z/Q({ aged-—-- 2.2, . __years,

And of this License you will make due return to my office within thirty days_from this date.
7k

Ao

lay of___aZz” /"f_.f)z.s kA D. 1947
I, 19087, Ay

FR:\NK\IN’CR‘-\H:\M. Court Clerk.
By. > &%

S s .&;; 5 Deputy. 1

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court this

Recorded this.. c.i-?c&’é.day of..a

CERTIFICATE OF MAR&UAGE

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, TULSA COUNTY, ss:

,_/*LZC./\%#Z/:Z/&,./L‘ZZ'Z(.Z~fﬂ>" i s //r /,/z/ Ze At »/,// 4

ame 2 Official Degfgnation Court or Congregation (’ ‘6036/ \
of. c ){’/ /‘/o‘b ________ in ‘PJ/V /-m. wmaenu----County, State of ()kl:\homn do hereby certify that 1 joined in mar- = \.’
riage the persons named in and authorized by this License to be married, on lhc_«/zu..day of..;gg‘az&a(@}fa A.D. 19227 ;
a(___(_‘Za/t_.:baz. ............. in Tulsa County, State of Oklahoma, in the presence oh/a.//%_u/ A R L
of.‘,““/é;{.d)ﬁ’l. Lz, z,{%,d 7 _—h;g‘é// T _of ;,44&«. ﬂ
/ﬁz./.‘/w/fl P ettt

-~ Official D

ﬁz’-jzz{éz’__, 19 L5~
FRANK INGRAHAM, Court Clerk. .

| ; .
By.- ‘/{}:mz‘::: S 7’ \.i :192&%/%_5 _____ Deputy.

Returned and recorded this. . .2 $220 day of___,‘.f_'.v/vj

Marriage license of Simon E. Berry and Alma Pitman, December 19, 1915, Oklahoma Marriage
Records, NARA.
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Mr. & Mrs. John Haney

| 0 -
| 526 2005 MARRIAGE RECORD

SRR WO T O 7 1}'\ A e

¥ APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE
STATE CEPRIYFONA, ey W couny cour
Uy ol Oty Harren/ 3
< i » ~ St Lot waa
—a_ 3 e o L
;. —

dny of. i
i SRS Y et
o Adda By E/W z
1 10

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE

John and Emma Haney Marriage Record, October 30, 1923. Tulsa Marriage Records, NARA.

In 1920, asingle man named John Haney livasia roomer in the home of Simon and Mary

Parrish on Elgin Avenue. The census recorded his a4 gsitting his birth date at around

1886) and noted that he worked as a hod cérrér occupation in which he would have carried
bricks in support of bri ckl| a»jsidedBoxferrcargiigi ng new
building materials; typically? bricklayers worked with each hod carrier on a jobst@his is

likely the JohnHaney whose name is etched on a window at Velmainthe census enumerator

had miscal cul at ed hi sJotndl@anéybsythusman iastructive examnpleal e c a d
theways in which historical research can be complicated by errant details from the past.

In 1923, 55yearold John Haney (born nearer to 1868), applied for a marriage license o then
45yearol d Emma Fairchild. The mosnd |IMrkse.l yJamhdi Ha
on the window comes from the fact that the <ce

SABri ck Hod,hitps:Mn. Wikipedadig/aikBrick hod
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Ver non A MP®MOrk neseardn wilbe needed to shed fhdr light on this story, buih

all likelihood these records do refer to the santeqme despite their discrepancies. The numbers
in 1868 and 1886 may habeen transposed, for instancettor census taker may have relied on
information from othersather than actually speaking wigach individual livng at the boarding
house If the census taker called while John Haney was at work, for instance, his information
may have been relayed by someone else. Such mistakasnareon in the historical reed, and
may reflect any number of human errors.

Both John and Emma came from Arkansas,ianas likely the second marriage for each of

them asa later census noted that John had first been married at age 38, and Emma at age 24.

There were two stepchildren, Phillip and Ruth Fairchild, ages 17 and 15, respectively, living in

the Haney hom& 1930 most certainly born during Emmads
born i n Arkansas, s omairiage toak pldce theeej Ruth appears to laves mo
been born in Oklahoma. This would seem to indicate that Emma Fairchild andtheudiyand

migrated from Arkansas to Oklahoma sometime between 1913 and’TR1iS.husband appears

to have been named either George, and he died sometime befoded JLilsa City directory

for that year lists Mrs. Emma Fairchild as a widtSw.

. -
e e e

srda-H lalhe ler \m a2l 2
m ‘ Lene 2 2:4: 17! S y 1#4_
; g |17 !

1930 Censuslulsa, Oklahoma, John H. and Emma R. Haney, Phillip and Ruth T. G. Fairchild.

Fairchild Mrs Emma (¢) (wid Geo W)
lau1°‘w-58 r 710 Bryant.

R — 4_t% = . . A W o 0N .- 2% M 2 - -

1917 Tulsa City Directory, Mrs. Emma Fairchild, c[olored], Widow of George W. NARA.

Uncertainties in the historical record make it necessary to qualify what we may know af Emm
Fairchild HaneyThe only AEmma Fairchildo recorded on
in a private household on Denver Golden Street. At 41 years of age and from Arkansas, she is of
the right background to be the Emma Fairchild who became Mrs Heaey. She is widowed,

and there are no children with her. This could meanfdfiaiving hermariage to John Haney in

1923,a deliberatesffort was made to reunifyer family.In an important caveat, however, it

must be noted that this Emma Fairchild was u me r a t e dThia can mearhonetotthree

things all plausible explanations: firdhis record may simplige a different Emma Fairchild.

Second, it may be that the census enumerator did not speak directly t@Eparhaps they

gathered informatio from someone else in the household, and her race was either implied or

56 Marriage License odohn Haney and Emma Fairchi@klahoma Marriage Records, NARA.

571930 CensusTulsa, Oklahoma, Enumeration District-42, Sheet 4B.

581917Tulsa City Directory Emma i s al so | i sted as923cunoustyshe of i Ge
is listed as a widow of fAJohn. o
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assumed. The third, adbased on other circumstantial evidemarost likely possibility is that

thisis the same Emma Fairchild and she wasdglti nned enough t dthisipasso
censusThi s did not mean she did not consider her
could haveprovided some advantages, such as more freedom of movement.
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1920 Census, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Emma Fairchild, age 41, is recorded living asatsarthe
private household of the Kiskadden family; he

We should always be extremely cautious in making assumptions about race -and self

identification; it is crucial to note here that this evidence is open to intatipre and additional

research may reveal a very different set of facts. Much more information ®uleeded to

know with any certainty which of these scenarios Wescase. It is mentioned here only as a

deeply instructional example of howthe mattef def i ni ng race and fAcol o
in ways that coul d dr aReca touldbe b nallealzslef chtegaryonthe op | e
census, highly dependent on a census eumer at
It does not neessarily describe how Emma Fairchild identified herself, in other words; rather, it

may capture how someone else viewed her.

Perhaps the strongestlication that the Emma Fairchild who appears on the 1920 census as a

white person is Emma Haney comesfrdmm hn and Emmadés marriage | ic
1923. W\hen the form wasmnitially filled out, no indication wa made of their race.tAanother

time,howevera cl er k scri bbled ACol 06 across the top
consi dered. Gicbhios was a c oamooarnclefgsraadotharscseughtt  t h e
todef ne who they issued | icenses (tfacouplS8waneot i me s
obviously fAiBlack, 06 someti mes r actenearbadh as s umed
parties wee nonwhite, race was clarifiedhecausehe stringent prohibition ahterracial

marriage (onofimwasegersaht i olEranthemon@kt bfsthtehood | a w

in 1907 wuntil wel/l into yvhpett896faAspf ORf ahoma i
marrying O0any per s o%Inaohetwordstif Jéhh Haney appeadctesbee nt . 6
ABl acko and Emma Fairchild did not, officials
was, i n fact, dae spcéeotistuise tiiey rfskedviolating Gklahoma statues.

On the one hand, it does not matter; John and Emma chose each other, and this should center
their story together. On the other, it serves as a compelling reminder that the way federal and
state pakies defined race intruded deeply on the lives of Black Americans. Whatever the details

59 For more research on race and census categories, see Martha SafRhssisg, Strange: A Gilded Age
Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color L(ildew York: Penguin Books, 2010).

60 peggy PascaiVhatComes Naturally: Miscegenation Law and the Making of Race in Am@ioa
York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 121.

28



in John and Emmadés case, this piumieatessomdof uncer
the many ways that race and identity were (ancanejdeeply comgx. A couple like the
Haneyods had to face structural inequalities t

With his expertise in building, John Haney played a crucial, and fandsle in rebuilding
Greenwood. It is very likely that he carried brickattwere used in rebuilding Vernon AME
after the massaadehis hands probably quite literally carried the bricks that kept this window
secure.

By 1930, John andrema had rebuiltheir lives in Greenwood. They owned a home worth $500
on North Lansing Streeaind John was working as a building contractor (yet another indication
that the 1920 census may be incorrect as to his age, but correct on other details). Emma was
working as a laundress for a private family.

It seems likely that the family was separatied r i ng t he 1930s ,failipgjossi bl vy
health. In 1932, a Tulsa @iDirectory recorded Johes living at 311 North Greenwoddat

Vernon AMEChurch itself He had helped to rebuild it, and it had taken hinrAidohn Haney

who is of the corret age and was born in Arkansssenumerated on the 1940 census as an

inmate at the State Hospital for the Negro Insames there are no further records, presumably

he died there. In that year, Emma was living with her daughter, Rothhad become a school

teacheron Has kel | Pl ace. Emmaswasawot khielhagi &8y &o08J
census showed that Emma had worked 5Xkweéthe year in 1939. She earr$xt20.

Falr‘c.:‘fxild Dell (Margaret), guard Cos-
den & Co, r 311 E 10th 3
" Elizabeth (wid Martin), r 511 N
Santa Fe av
v Emma K (c: wid John), custodian P
O, r 5351% E Latimer
" Ethel, tchr, b 311 E IOth‘
" Margaret. tchr Irving School, b 511
N Santa Fe av :
w Mary, tchr Red Fork H 5, b 311 E
10th
" Robert (c¢), shiner Ideal Cleaners,
rms 531 E William
1&3 Thlsa (Sity Dir’e(-:tory, Emma R. T:;irchikljid;n?ﬁ(-;d =ag ; Wido'v\v'o.:‘ \‘]’o'r-m ngngdTand a

custodian of the Post Office.

611940 Census, Muskogee, Enumeration DistriecB5page 4A.
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Mr. & Mrs. P . G. Glenn
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Pearl Glenn Draft Registration Card, World
War [, 1918. NARA.

Pearl G. and Lillian Glenn were 34 and 26 years old, respectively, in 192@adHeom
Louisiana, and working as a janitor in an office buildngerhaps the Sinclarat the time of
the massacre. She was from Texas, and worked as a laundress and a maid.

There are some interesting discrepancies in the archival record: Pearl Glenatihaye known
his exact birthdate. A draft registration card from the First World War places it on August 14,
1884; a draft registration from the Second World War advances it to July 10, 1889. While
discrepancies in year are not uncommon, the discrepamzy is somewhat anomalous.

Pearl 6s work records show him moving frequent
Between 1919 and 1935, he worked variously as a janitor and a porter in the Sinclair Building,

the National Exchange Company, the SegNational Bank, the Drew Building, and at least

one private individual as a butler. By 1930, he and Lillian once again owned a home worth some
$3000, and a radio. They still owned their home in 1940, but its value had dropped to $1200.

Without more infemation, it is difficult to say more about Pearl and Lildam this way, they
exemplify the ordinary but no less important lives of Greenwood residents who quietly rebuilt
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their lives, found meaning in their congregation, and left a small but indelipkninon history
about which there is undoubtedly more to bedsdynly the sources can be found.
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Pearl Glenn, Draft Registration Card, World War Il, 1942. NARA.
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Mr. & Mrs. James Jefferson
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1920 Census, Tulsa, Oklahoiindas[James] Jeﬁerson Anne, Sally, Eliza, John. NARA.

Perhaps more than any other window at Vernon, the Mr. and Mrs. James Jefferson window
demonstrates the complexity and possibilities of this research. This is, notably, the only window

for which great unagainty remains regarding the exact identity of one of the individuals

named we cannot concl usi velwas, haughtthe mestlikely @ Mr s . Jef
candidate is Mrs. Anna Jefferson.

James Jefferson may hawveenborn in Indian Territory, and thereeasome traces in the

historical record which indicate that he may have been-8faek. There is a James W.

Jefferson enumerated on Creek lands in the 1900 Indian Territory census; his parents came from
Alabama, where there are traditional Creek homelahiis James was born about 1878, and

worked as a farm laborer for his father at the time of the census. Perhaps the best circumstantial
indication that this is the same James is the name of hisdafloéin, which was the name given

to the first son of aauple named James and Anna Jefferson, who lived in Greenwood by 1920

and remained there until Jamesd death sometim

I f this is the same coupl e ,comg&omdassissippshee t hat
may have also been AkGreek, o possibly AfreChoctaw Thiscouple had three children in
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1920: daughters Sally and Eliza, ages 12 and 9 respectively, and son John, age 7. James was 42
years old in 1920; Anne was 29. James worked as a general [%oorer.
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1920 Census, Tulsa, Oklahofindas [James] Jefferson, wife Anne [Anna], and children Sally,
Eliza, and John.

Anne Jeffer sonds ma iidérdiffred, and maariade aesordaforthe y et b een
Jeffersonds have not yet been found.tmé€are only
Tulsa City Directories, which note that James worked as a lad®28) a houseman (1929),

anda butler(1930) In the 1930 listing, the Jeffersors  w e waerkinl im thérsame household

on East 2% street.Further research could certainly reveal who they worked for at this time, and
therefore perhaps other details about their lives.

Jefferson Anna B Mrs maid 204 E "lst

" Grant (Etta) porter Motor Inn h1233 N Iroquois
av

'"* Hotel John P Jones mgr 318% S Boulder av

" Jas (Anna B) butler 204 E 21st

1930 Tulsa City Directory Jas [James] Jefferson appears to have been working as a butler,
and wife Anna as a maid at teame address: 204 East*?3treet in Tulsa.

- - -

A BRSO AT U ddkiaav A AAGIL  MAALAED &N AALAGiAvEa av

Jefferson Anna (Md Jas) hoOb N (zreenwood av

A sl T | O o P DSOS SEES S S e i i —ddT A

1935 Tulsa City Directory Anna Jefferson is listed as the widow of Jas [James] and was living
on Greenwood Avenue.

The case of the Jefferson window is a striking indication of how additional researcheday s

light on this already fascinating story. What would have been quite obvious to congregation
members at the time of the Jeffersondés donat.
we must try to reconstructhe details which will fill gaps in th story have surely survived in

some form. The window bearing their name could not be a more fitting testament and tribute:
whatever the detail s, thedoddlegadythatsuwvivesigainssal or y i ¢
odds.

621920 Census, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Enumeration District 255, Page 6B.
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Jefferson Bryan W (Fay M), .lab Home
Motor Co. r 307 N Grant, Sand
Spgs

Edna D (¢:; wid Elward), dom, r
1207 N Kenosha av _

" Ennis (c¢; Lelia), lab, r 1225 N Nor-

fork av _

" Gertrude €(¢). nurse, rms 351 N

Hartford av

" Hotel, Mrs Lucille Carpenter mgr,

316 S Boulder av |

" James (c¢; Anna), lab, r 514 Elgin pl

" Lee (c; Anna), dom 1211 Baltimore

av, r rear do

" Lizzie. b 1335 N Denver av
" School, 800 S Wheeling av

L
1923 Tulsa City Directyi J ames Jef ferson is recorded as a A0
on Elgin Place.
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In Memory of my Mother Mrs. Amanda J. Counce by J. T. A. West

s IN MEMORY OF My 3; | R
MRS. AMANDA 3 ggmep =~
BY . UNCE \

- T A. WEST
Semay -

This window tells a generationstiory of hope and resilience. It also speaks profoundly to the
challenges inherent in reconstructing stories that written historical records tended to obscure;
Amanda J. Counce was a woman of mixed race, who married more than once. Her last name was
one which census enumerators sometimes took great liberties with spelling. It is fortunate for us
that her son, James Thomas A. West, became an educator, and made sure that her name was
inscribed on a window. We thus have a frame through which to rediscowenfltbeir stories.

JamesThomas A. Wesivas born in Waynesboro, Tennessee, on April 11, 1886. He was a
graduate of public schools théra beneficiary of the window during which Reconstruction
policies following the Civil War created educational oppotigsifor Black students. West
certainly took them. He was employedaateacher at Booker T. Washington Schatadhe time
of the massacre. His is a widely discussed accoumedadied the first sounds of gunfire, the
airplanes that flew overhead and plped bombs on Greenwood, and the vicious, raging mob
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outside. West wasornered in his home and ordered at gunpoint to join a group of men marched
to the Convention Hall; likely, then, leas with or near S. M. Jacksdaring the events. Ever
aware of higespectability, West later recalled asking, and being denied, a simple request to get
his hat and shoes.

In a memory eerily similar to that of Eunice Cloman Jackson, West recallgdWati | e we wer
running, 0 he | at er s ttha tufdads would skzoot atiotmeéleandv i e w, A's
swore at those who ®¥ad difficulty keeping up.

West was a Convention Member at the State Far
assembled at Flippd€ey-Davis University in Tullahassee, Oklahoma in May of 191 T

purpose of the Convention was t@e Black Americans to be reatbty service to theation in

the First World WarThe statement of the Convention is, in retrospect, both inspiring and

chilling. fANo Negro has ev e rreasouimtheir hearty, asder vi c e
although our enemies would seem to suspect that we feel we have just reason for disloyalty, we
recognize no condition in |oyalty at this sup

sentences of the statement capturé) @eepseated hope and realism, the conditions African

Americans understood themselves to be facing as the nation went to war, weakening itself by
segregating its troops, and the fervent belief that chemglel beon t he heperatomn: @A Co
means selge in season and out of season, long hours and short pay, with often nothing in sight

but the o6well donedé of the appreciative few w
future and see the benefits accrue to those who shall yet rise up amslldalsed for the

supreme sacriffces we have made. 0

J. T. A. West and other members of the Convention were not demanding special treatment; they
were pleading for a chance to serve, and be recognized. Many African Americans were

intentionally kept out bservice; those who did serve were most often confined to menial

positions, underpaid and edooked. It is no wonder that so mareyurned home filled with the
resolvetdbe treated with the respect deserWaed by v
toEndAllWar s. 06 I n hindsight, it was a fI| ¢herei ng dr
was still hope on the horizoWwest and others optimistically and intentionally triecadvance

that hope through educatiand uplift. In the bitter mny of history, they succeed@dnd

incurred the resentments of whiteighbors who had fallen behind in the process.

J. T. A. West was an early member of the Vernon AME congregation. At the time of Booker T.
Washingtonds f amed v iestwdsfeatwed @dngsaldadherduminanesh9 1 4 ,
local newspaper publications attesttnghis standing in the statt that time, he was serving as
Principal of the @ACol od aslanding df specialsignffitanc€ bsar e mo r
West was only@8 at the time, and hagtaduated from Walden University in Nashville just four

years previously. The same article noted that in addition to his excellence in teaching science and

63 Quotal in Krehbiel, Tulsa 1921 74.
64 Muskogee (Oklahoma)luskogee Cimetedune 23, 1917.
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serving as an instructor for noirsdtadeno®x ami nat i
Though there is no clear record of it, with his vocal talents he may have been a member of the
SeniorQwoir.I n 1917, he delivered an address during
Easter Should mean t o itkbyR T.Bralgewaesand toeiJuimerd i n t
Choird a clear snapshot of the congregation going about its services befor® 1921.

The small glimpses of Amanda Counceds | ife th
dedication are illuminating. She was ban Tennessee, probably in February of 1851. It is
unclear whenshemared f or the first time, but West was

They had perhaps a dozen children together, but other details of their marriage remain elusive.

He presumably & died before 1900, ashwen the federal census enumerated Amanda and her

family in that yearshe was married to an ore miner named Ciscero Counce, with whom she had

a tenyearold son named Harvey. Amanda indicated at that time thdteghgiven birth td.3

childrerd 10 of them were living, meanirghe had lost three children. Four of her living

childrerd almost certainly the youngéstivere living with her and Ciscero. The oldest, a son

named John West, was 21, followed by George and dathek A. Wesd whowas then 17.

I nterestingly, while J. T. A.06s older brother
was working as a day laborer, and he was not attending school, possibly indicating that the

family was at the the actively engaged in savitige money to send him to Waldémiversity.”

Wayne (or Waynesboro), Terssee, is in the Western part of the state, near the southern border,
not far from Alabama. While the Civil War divided Tennessee, the western half of the state

leaned heavily in suppoof maintaining slavery. It is unknown if Amanda or Ciscero had been
enslaved, but certainly this is possible. Amanda would have been a teenager when the war ended,
and thus acutely aware of the changes it wrought for African Americans. She must surely also
have witnessed its hardships and deprivations.

According to the census in 1900, Ciscero worked as an ore miner, while Amanda was not
employed. Both could read; but, as noted on the census, Amanda could not write. It seems only
likely that she thus strohgencouraged her children toward education, as so many parents who
had witnessed slavery and understood the crucial value of education, did.

By 1910, it seems that Amanda and Ciscero had moved to Danville, lllinois. Ciscero worked as a
laborerinabrichk ar d, but had i mproved the familybds ci
and Harvey worked alongside his father in the brick yard. By this point, Amanda had taken in at
least one grandchiid a 7-yearold granddaughter, interestingly named Charlie \Wesho had

been born in lllinois. This may indicate thiae familyhad movedo be near another of

Aman da 6 s While somel ather details appear to be slightly at odds on this census

enumer ati on ( Aman d aibhsvoudgu her berth ig iR, ratiner thas 1851y , wh
these are typical variation®ne detail, however, seems starkly telling: in 1910, Amanda Counce

85 Tulsa Stay August 19, 1914.
56 Tulsa Stay April 7, 1917.
671900 Census, Wayne, Tennessee, Enumeration District 0101, page 14.
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reiterated to the census enumerator that she had given birth to 13 children, but by that date, only
9 of them were living. Thisalmostcee ai nl'y accounts for %harlieds

Amanda and Ciscero probably remained in Danville, lllinois in 1920. The census that year

recorded the couple living in a house on Western Avenue there, and noted Amanda as being 64
years ol@d almost cetainly an underestimate. Her place of birth in this year was recorded as
Kentucky, perhaps revealing an extra layer to the story of her heritage. Both of these variances
are common in census records of thisetbomé per
quite possibly just indicating a rather lazy census enumerator for Danville that year)yaarll

old Adaughter, 0o Veler, lived with the Councebd
granddaughter or even a grgaanddaughtér perhaps evenroe of Har v yods chi |l d
Race, as has been discussed, was a markedly plastic category where census taking was concerned
in this time period, but it may be notable that the enumerator initially recorded the race of all
three Counce f amnmikiheforensnbliegrthss ou and diaBfying that Veler

was to be counted as fAmulatto. o Despite their
working in the brtk yard by this time (perhaps tellingly, taeumerator also recorded-gé&ar

oldVederas a fi ). @hleyostill@ewned their home, and in this were an anomaly in their
neighborhood of renters.

In what must have been a triumph, in 1910 Amanda also reported to the census taker that she
could reacandwrited we have no reason to doubt, witHedst two sons who became teachers,
that this was true.

681910 Census, Danville, Vermillion County, lllinois, Enumeration District 0133, page 15 A.
691920 Census, Danville, Vermillion County, lllinois, Enumeration District 146, page 6 A.
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J. T. A. West, c. 1914, Tulsa Star, August 19, 1914.
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Bishop H. B. Parks, A. M. E. Sunday School, Mrs. Carrie Beck

NS
07N
Vor, Y0

This window represents the very foundatiohshe congregation. Bishdgenry Blanton Parks
served the twelfth Episcopal district of the African Methodist Episcopal ChiMirsh. Carrie
Beck was a founding member and taudhd r n o n 6 s Sunday Schodl whersttie church
still met in a 2room house on North Detroit Avenu@arrie saw the congregation thorough its
beginnings, and its rising from literal ashes.
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Henry Blanton Parkwas born in 1858 by some accounts, fittingly on Jul{'@ in Georgia.

AHIi s father was a man remarkabl e offemd strong m
prolifically and taught himself Latin, and after emancipation became a pastor in the AME

Church Heplanned to send bothofhissi1s t o c ol | e g efatherdiecaapnd hisa | | vy, P
brother drowned, leavingenryas hi s mot her @mrt Despitytheseoneredible of s
odds, hananaged to attain and education and become a teacher by the agaftdriéhtering

the ministry, he spent time in places as varied as New Orleans, Baton Rimkgburg,and

Omaha, becomin§ecretary of the Bodrof Home and Foreign Missions, a trustee of

Wilberforce University, Chairman of the Afric&ouncil, and author dfvo books on foreign

missions.

In his role as Bishop of the twelfth Episcopal district, which included Oklahoma and Arkansas,

H. B. Parkswvas tenacious and steady, providing needed leadership and perspective in times of
profound discord in the United States and abroad. He was already nationally known by the time

the Vernon congregation formede was elected a Bishop in 19@8d an accourdf his life,

The life and times of Rt. Rev. H.B. Parks, presiding bishop of the twelfth Episcopal district of the
African Methodist Episcopal Churchppeared in print for the first time in 1960He is

iregarded as one of tbBeofr et bstdi ematoegaadde

Bishop Parks was, by all accourdggactly where he was needed in 193&.wasalreadyknown

as a prolific fundraer with an almosincanny ability to eliminate debti the 1880s, he
famously took the congregatianf St . Johnés Church in Topeka,
debt to prosperity and a new church building estimated to cost some $18T0@€). of course,

gains extra meaning in connection with the efforts to rebuild Vernon AME Church after the
massacré no doubt Parks played a significanteon advising the congregati@md ensuring

that they had the knowledge and understanding necessary to meet the demands of erecting a
building that would continue to serve the community and stand the tests of hiaté and the

window bearing his name have is, thus, a fitting tribute.

Bishop Parksvas a nan of action, becomingn organizer of the Bishop Henry McNeil Turner
Crusaders of the 20th Centdry group of African American churchmen pledged to the support
of missions in Africa through hands missions (rather than by subscriptions alonkg titles

of his known written works reflect clearly this sense of missédrica: The Problem of the New
Centun the part the African Methodist Episcopal Church is to élavits SolutiorandBishop
Abraham Grant's Trip to the West Coast of AfriB&ported to the Bishop's Council at Tawawa
Chimney Corner, Wilberforce, Ohio, June 16th, 18%&rks was a knowledgeable advocate for

0T, W. Haigler,The life and times of Rt. Rev. H.B. Parks, presitishop of the twelfth Episcopal district
of the African Methodist Episcopal Chur@ashville: A. M.E. Sunday School Union, 1909).

"I Richard P. Wright, Centennial Encyclopaedia of the African Methodist Episcopal MFC Church, 1916,
viewable athttps://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152661580/heblantonparks#viewphoto=219152184

2Rev. Horace TalberThe Sons of Allen: Together with a Sketch oRise and Progress of Wilberforce
University, Wilberforce, Ohiol1906, viewable ahttps://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152661580/hebiantor
parkstview-photo=219152188
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mission work and education in Liberia anér&a Leone, and a vocal advocate of cooperation
as he worded it, of ATwo rfaces hand in hand

During his life, then, Bishop H. B. Parks witnessed directly the hope for racial equality and uplift
that occurred in the wake of the Civil Wéhne failures of Reconstruction; the development of

new territories, and then states, in the West; the-deafed disillusionment that led some

African Americans to call for migration to Africa and the establishment of independent states
there; and theenewed hopes that continued to burn even in the wake of the First World War. He
ultimately returned to Georgia, where he died in 1936.

BISHOP H. B. PARKS, D. D,

Bishop Henry Blanton Parks, c. 1906m Sara J. DuncapProgressive Missions in the South
and Addresses witliustrations and Sketches of Missionary Workers and Ministers and Bishops'
Wives. Atlanta, Ga.: The Franklin Printing and Publishing Company, 1906. Public Domain.

*Rev. H. B. Parks, D. DAfrica: The Problem of the New Centéryhe part the African Methodist
Episcopal Church is to Have in its Solutiew York: Board of Home and Foreign Missionary Department of the
A.M.E. Church, 1890), vieable athttps://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/1006291Rév. H. B. ParksBishop
Abraham Grant's Trip to the West Coast of Africa: Reported to the Bishop's Council at Tawawa Chimney Corner,
Wilberforce, Ohio, June 16th, 18¢8lew York: Board of Home and Foreign Missionary Department of the A.M.E.
Church 1899), viewable atttps://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/1006550Bath of hese works are currently held
by Emory University collections, and can be viewed in their digital collections.

" A concise biography of Parks canfoend online at
https:/ivww.findagrave.com/memorial/152661580/hedigntorrparks
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